CHRISTMAS — XPIXTOYT'ENNA 2009

Saint Luke’s account of the Christmas story, which we read in the Gospel, tells us that God
tirst revealed Himself to people of very humble status, people who were looked down upon by
society at large — to shepherds looking after their flocks in the fields of Bethlehem.

Saint Luke tells us that they were "keeping watch." The shepherds were truly "watchful"
people, physically and spiritually. They were waiting for God!

Only to a watchful heart, the news of great joy can be proclaimed: for you this night the Savior
is born (Luke 2:11). Only a watchful heart is able to believe this message. Only a watchful heart can
inspire the courage to set out to find God in the form of a baby in a stable, i.e. in the most humble
conditions!

Let us now ask the Lord, as we celebrate His Nativity, to help us, too, to become a "watchful"
people, a people who know how to recognize the Messiah and venerate Him. Christ is Born unto us

Today!
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H wotoota twv Xprotovyévvwv mov pag e&lotopei o EvayyeAiot)c Aovkdc pag AéyeL ot o
Oedc Avto-amokaAvPpOnke, mMEwWTa, o0& avOEWTIOLVS TTOAD TATIELVIG KATAYWYNS, avOQWTIOUS TTOv
Noav mapadewenuévor amnd v kowwvia — ookovg oL omolot pLAATAV TA TOIHVLIA TOVS OTOVG
ayooug tng BnOAeép.

O Aovkdag pag dmyeltal 0tL “fjoav aypavAovvteg kat PUAAOOOVTESC PLAAKAS TNG VUKTOS”.
Ot Bookoil Noav mEAypatt TEooeKTIKol AvOwToL, puotka kat vevpatika. [Tepipevav tov O¢o!

Mobvo o€ Hid TEOTEKTIKT] Kol AyQUTIVT] KAQOLX UTTOQOVV Vo TIeokNQLX 00UV Tar véa g
HEYAANG XAQAGC: 0TL eTEXON vuiv onfjuepov Lwtijp (Aovkav 2:11). MOVO HLd TQOOEKTIKN Kot
AyoLTIVT KadLk Hmoel va motéPel To urjvopa. Mévo pid mEooeKTIKY) Kol AYQUTIVT] KoLk
uropel var epumvevoet 1o 0o va Pdéet kdmolog va Boet tov Oed o) HoEdT] £VOS HwEov 0’ évav
otaPAo, oTig T Tamevég ovvOnKkec!

Ac mooevxnBovue otov Kvpro va Bonbnoet kat ‘pag va yivovue ayoumvol kot
TEOoEKTIKOL. AVOQwToL oL E£Q0LV TIWS Va BEOVV kat var doEdoovv tov XpLoto. O Xototodg
vevvnOnke kat yid pag onueoa!

In Christ Born / Ev Xoiotw Tex0évry,
Fr. Nicholas Dassouras




